A Cultural & Economic History of Los Lunas

By Cynthia J. Shetter
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Origin of the Name

TheVillageof Los Lunais located within the Sa@lemente land grant, one of tlwdest land grants made

in theRio Abajo, or lower Rio Grandalleyof New Mexico. Mateo de Sandoval y Manzanangas granted

the tract of land before the expulsion of the Smiluring the Pueblo &solt of 1680. Shortlyfeer Don

Diego de Vargas festablished Spanish authorityMuevo México in693, the Manzanares heirs returned

to Nuevo Méxicoand his daughter Ana de SandoyaManzanareswidow of Blas de la Candelaria,
successfully petitionedGovernor Felix MartineZzo grant her the land in 171§U.S. House of
Representatives, 1882poonafter the restoration of her land claim, Ana de Sandoval y Manzanares
YIYSR KSNJ & #tyA St AIOAR §f21 NG | & K S NJ Ke8l foNaighiteen G K S
years.

Althoughthe grant wasoriginallyawarded tothe Manzanares famil\,os Lunaslerivesits name from
Domingo de Luna descendanbf CapitanDiego deLuna.Capitan Lunawas a nativédborn New Mexican

and described asll, with along face and long straight hdChavez F. A., 195Qapita Luna was sixteen
years old at the time of the 1680 Pueblo Rewsit fled with family members to the exile settlement of
Corpus Christi de Ysleta just south of Bkd® He was listed as a member df Cafadia de La
ConquistadordBrotherhood of the Conqueresis) 1689and in 1692e was ordered tassemble his men

for the first Entry of Vargas into New Mexi@@havez F. A., 1954) 1697, hs daughter Maria Gregoria
Luna(1669¢ 1746) had a son Antonio de Luna who is believed to have been the illegitimate son of
Cristbal Bacdl (1635¢ 1697)(Shetter, 2021JHGRCNM, 2019)

1The land tenure history of the San Clemente land grant is controversial. After the United States acquired jurisdiction
of New Mexico with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, Ana Sandoval de Manzmiesdg8ed the grant

papers with the Surveyor General in 1855 for confirmation of the grant. The papers were found to be genuine and
complete in 1871 by Surveyor General T. Rush Spencer but no confirmation was decreed until Solomon Luna,
descendent of Dmingo de Luna, filed another petition in 1896 claiming ownerdBip September 4, 1896 the Court
entered a decree confirming the grant to the heirs and legal representatives of the original grantee. Once the
decision became final, a contract was awardedtputy Surveyor John. H. Walker to survey the gfae¢ Figure

1). The survey was made in November 1898 and showed that the grant, as confirmed, contained 37,099.29 acres. A
patent for the land was issued on November 15, 1808wing present occupant® retain possessio(U.S. House

of Representatives, 1882)
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Antonio de Lung1697¢ 1729)married Maia JacintaPebezin 1718 in Albuguerquand they had seven
children.Baptismal ecords fromSan Augustinde Isletaplacetheir son Domingo de Luna (17§4773)

in the San Clementarea as early as 174(FamilySearch, 2020pomingo de Lundegan acquiring
portions ofthe San Clemente gratm 1747 and 1748 from Bonafacio Jollanga (Joyafigeijchell, 1914)

and5 2 Y A ywife iadia Josefa Lucerinheriteda small parcel ofultivated land neafomé from her
parents. The 1786 estate records fos 2 Y A y 3 2 Ahtonioade Wuhg1748¢ 1779) who was killed
interstate at the hands of Apache on the ninth day of June 17¥8ne of the earliest knowreferences
depictingthe areaag 2 & [ dzy' | & @ ¢ K SatrRce ddldnd B yhé sailfdcdal DYos Ldinas, the
boundaries which are on the North lands of Los Lentes, on the South lands of Bernardo Padilla, on the
East theRiodel Norte[Rio Grande]on the west the Rio PuercfArteaga, 1784) The court proceedings

went on to state thabn September 4, 1784, Miguel Lucero, a relative of G 2 Y A 2 niv®er,[wdgy | Q&
granted guardianshig ¥ ! y ihelry] Jo8€Earique, Marjasefa, Antonio de IEncarnacionand José

Bruno.
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Figurel. Plat showing San Clemente Land Grant in Valencia County as surveyed by John H. Walker, USDS, 1898.
Courtesy University of New Mexico, Thomas B. Catron Papers.
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Spanish Colonial Period (1598 7z 1821)

The Spanish Colonial period is divided into two by the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the most successful instance
of Native American resistance in North Arigar The second period begins with thed®aquest in 1692,
and itends with the independence of Mexico from Spain in 1821.

In 1541 through 1542, Don Francisco Vazquez Coronado utilized centuries old routes established by
indigenous people as he made kistradainto the interior of present New Mexico and the Great Plains.
Decades later, in 1598, Don Juda Ofiate led a large contingenof Spanish settlers and thousandf
livestock from central Mexico to the outpost Santa Fe. Thisute that linked Mexico @i with the Santa
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Fe settlemenbecame known as the Camino Real de Tiedar#o. When the Pueblo Indians revolted in
1680, they ejected the Spanish and their religion but kept their sheep. At the end of th& LlZ@@ntury

after the Spanish reconquerdle colony, sheep raising had developed into a major regional indastty

an integral part of theéNew Mexican economyHispanics started herding flocks of sheep southward into
Chihuahua, Mexico, along a webtablished route that connected the colonyttee rest of the Spanish
Empire.Trade caravans traversed north and south along the Camino Real to supply settlements such Los
Lunas creating a commercial market. Cloth, metalwork, household tools and implements, and other
products unavailable in New Mexiavere shipped north while sheep, agricultural products, furs, hides,
and other locallyproduced goods were then carted southward to markets in Mexidmugh New Mexico
remained peripheral to the rest of New Spainhelped feed the communities centered around the
valuable silver mines of nortbentral Mexicoln 1803 perhaps as many as twenfive thousandchurros

were driven south. The numbers exped from New Mexico fluctuated in the following years, but sheep
NBYFAYSR AYLRNIFYyGd (G2 GKS NBIA2YyQa SO2y2Yed

In the mideighteenth century, New Mexicans had developed plagtido system. Under this system an
owner of a flock would lend an individual a sifiecquantity of sheep and expected an equal number to

be returned in three to five years. Each year the renter paid around twenty percent of the flock to the
owner. If the sheep reproduced in sufficient numbers, the system worked well for both parties. Th
owners received annual payments while someone else watched over his livestock. The renter could build
his own flock and eventually lend out some sheep of his own. Such arrangements irp@oaphovince
functioned as a transfer of capital, but if thedk did not reproduce as planned, the renter remained in
debt to the owner. Although theartido system resulted in economic opportunity for some, it worked to

the advantage otthe rich, creating twalistinct social classeahe ricosand thepeons

Various contemporary censuses between 1750 and 188€ounted for the residents of nday
settlements, including Plaza de la Rima Concepcion de TomBlaza de San Fernando, La Sangre de
Cristo Pesto de ValenciaSan Clemente, and Belé@rowson & Ainsworth, 201.33panish colonial society
was punctuated by Catholicism and the omnipresence of the Church and prieSpaifssearatd for
wealth and the fabled Cities of Gol@atholic priest$ravelingwith the Spaniard$ocused onconvering

the native peoples they encountered along the way. This resulted in the priests estabiisbangnsalong

the Camino Real

The nearbymission, San Antonio de
Isleta was built by the people of Isleta
between1613and 1617(National Park
Service, 2019)Religious suppression
and labor demands throughout the
pueblos of N Mexico fostered a
resentment and the subsequent 1680
Pueblo Revolt. A majority of the native
people of Isleta Pueblo fled south with
the Spanish settlers of the areauring
the period of 1680 to 1692, natives,
fueled by the fire of resentment,
burned the mission church destroying
el _ much of the tangible evidence of
The mission of San Agustin de la Isleta, 1867. The priest is like Spanish presencéJponDon Diego de
Brun. Photograph by Alexand@ardner or William A. Bell. + I NH I a Qentry,codbhe Welfis of
the nave of the church at old Isleteere found. The church and a larg®nvenb adjoining on the east
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were rebuiltby returning Isleta antispanic families from709 to 1710 anthe church wagonsecrated
as San Agusti de Isleta This mission church becarttee mother church for those residing on the west
side ofthe Rio del NorteSan Agustin de Isleta is angst theoldest churches built in the United States
andis still used regularly for religious servigegcond to thesan MigueChapein SantaFe that was built
between 1610; 1626 and rebuilt upon rentry in 1710(National Park Servic2019)

b ) e 'r;lf’ ¢ 4 :‘X;" Yo,

La Capilla de San Antonio de Los Lentes consecrated in 1789 depiatedro@lemente land grant document

The mission church Nuestra Sefiora de la Conéepeas establisheth the neighboring community of
Toméin 1750. In 1789, to honor their beloved San Antonio, tiegive peopleof Isleta and the Hispanics

of Los Lentes built a negapilla(chapel) La Cap#l de San Antonio de Los LenfEise 1790 Spanish census
YSyGAizya GKS at dzSo6f 2 RS amedyhe Leyfté, Sagrie, Piros@bavepiandlie Sy G S & ¢
as being among the many families who occupied the puédém Clemente Parish, 202Ihe Sangre de
Cristo church at Manciaon the easside of Los Lunagas established in 18dnd in the later part of the
nineteenth century Nuestra Sefiode Guadalup€1892) in neighboring Peralta and San Clemente Church
(1894) in Los Lunas were establishieite San Aguist de Isleta, thesedtholic churchesexcept for San
Clemente are stillstanding and are used regularly for religious serviéé® latter church was severely
damaged by flood water from the Rio Grande and was rebuilt in its current location in 1949.

It is a humbling experience for visitdmxlayto be able towvalk within

the adobewalls of these historic churchesd look up to see the Pt ‘
vigas(wooden beamythat were cut in the Manzano Mountains 20 .
to 300years agand for parishioners to realize that their ancesto
once stood within these wall®Vhile the buildings now have modert
convenienceshe traditional folk artdecoratingthe alters and walls
give these visitors a sense of time and plad@sprimitive art form
depicting stories from the Holy Bibline saints the holy family, and
Jesus Christare uniquely New Mexican and are the result
infrequent trade caravansfrom Mexico during Spanish colonie
times. Unable to obtain the more realistigtatuary usually sen in
churches in one piece gave rise to ganteroor saint maker. These
santeroswould hand carve abstract woodesantos(saints),bultos
(spulptures), ana_ietablos(paintings on wood).and paint them witf | - Nuestra Sefiora de Gaall
pigments found in natureToday, santeroscontinue to educate the , b aita created by Valencia Coyi
public about the related cultures and living traditions of this art forisaniero carlos Otero.
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Mexican Rule (1821 z 1846)

Before and after Mexico gaineits independence from Spain 1821 smallscale irrigatedfarms and
livestockraisingformed the basis of the economy in and around Los Lu@assus recordsf the time
period state that the residents of the area were farmers but that label is dece@®anzales R. , 2017)
Farming was aagriculturalendeavor that encompassed stock raising and sheep were the predominant
domesticated animal in the regiotunlike some sheep breeds, the smeliurros which were more
valuable for meat than wool, survived in the harsh, arid environment of New Madfcidethe Lunasand
Romeroswere the principalsheeprancherson the west side of the Rio Grande, the Oteros and the
Chéavees werethe predominant rachersinvested in sbep across the river in Peralta, Valenaiad Los
Pinos(present day Bosque Farme)d Tomé Unlike the Lunaand RomerosDon Mariano Chaves and
Don Antonio José Otellrad experience with trading in the United Statexl Mexico via th&anta Fe and
Chhuahua Trailsln 1837, over 40,000 sheep were driven down the Chihuahua Traiaxhern and
central Mexico. Masof these came from Los Lunas, Valencia, and Belen in the Rio (RISi# , 1998)

It was these business and eventual marriaganaztions that wouldoredicate Valencia County being
named the Sheep Capital New Mexicdn the later decades of the nineteenth century

TheMexican War of Independendastedfrom 1808 to 1821, resulting in Mexicaad subsequently New

a S E A iBdepe@dence from SpaifNew Mexicans, now under Mexicamithority, werelargely ignored

due to mlitical infighting and economic devastatiomked to the independence efforfThe oF F A OA I f & Q
indifference and their outright inability to provide support, however, also translated into the erosion of

peace and a renewal of cycled retributive violence betweemuevomexicanosnd their nomadic
neighbors.Settlements all along the Rio Grande were being attacked by Navajo, Apache, and Comanche

for their large herds of sheef®n October 251846,Navajoskilled two sheepherders and stole 5,000 to

6,000 sheep owned bpon Antonio JasOtero, who livedat Valencia and had a ranctearby (USDA ,

1998) This lead manyuevomexicano®® if not welcome but appreciatailitary supportafter the United

States prevailed in the Mexicakmerican War between 18461848.

Territorial New Mexico (1848 7 1912)

As the residents of New Mexico said goodby&panishrule 2y S 62y RSNA AT ! yi2yA?2
Enrique and Antonio de IBncarnadn could fathom the impact that their sorend daughterstheir

relations by blood and marriage, and their neighbors would have on influencing the economy and politics
locdly, regionally, and nationally as the United States began to occupy Newedle

In Augustl 846,GeneralStephenwWattsKearny@ Armyof the Westenteredthe Mexicanterritory of Nuevo
Méxica Theregionhad a poor Mexicanpopulation of some 60,000people, mostly small farmersand
sheeprancherswho scratchedout a living alongthe Rio Grandeand its tributaries. Surroundingthese
residentswere some40,000NativeAmericanshalf of whombelongedio nomadictribessuchasthe Utes,
Navajq and Apache Thesdribes subsidizedheir existenceby plunderingone anotherandtheir Mexican
neighbors.

OnSeptember?,1846,Kearnyandsevenhundredtroopstraveledto the villageof Tomg, settingup camp

at Valencianearthe lavatopped mesanamedElCerrode Tomé There he found that the citizenswere
satisfiedwith the changein govemmentandthat there wasno needfor the Americando fearresistance
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or openrevolt. Whilethey were in the RioAbajo,
however, they receivedword that Navajoshad
attackedthe Lunarancherothree milesto the
rear of the troops, killing one New Mexican,
wounding another, and running off a large
quantity of sheep(McNitt, 1972)

OnFebruary?2,1848,oneandone-halfyearsafter
Kearn®@ entry into New Mexico, the Mexican
governmentformally cededthe territory to the
United Statesin the Treatyof GuadalupeHidalgo.
The United States Army continued to protect

East/West and North/South caravans, the Kearny’s men camped at Valencia. The locals took advantage

Mexicaninhabitants,and any new settlers from ~ °f 2 needsand charged 25¢ a stick for firewood.

Indian attack. Army administrators assignedtwenty-one companiesto form the Ninth Military
Department, later named the Departmentof New Mexico, with headquartersin SantaFe. The army
assignedadditionaltroops up and down the Rio Grandein an effort to protect settlementsas needed.
Troopswere stationedat variouspoints in ValenciaCounty,Cebolleta,Socorro,and further south. Life
wasnot easyfor residentsof NewMexicointhe m y p uth#@raudingComanchesApachesandNavajos
addedto their worries. The Californiagold strike of 1849was bringingmen Westto seektheir fortune,
makingthem easytargetsfor the raidingnatives.

In 1850,the Prefectof ValenciaCounty DonRamorde Lun& (Antoniode la EncanaciérQ son), conducted
a military expeditionto the Navajocountry, a report of which he submitted to the governor of the
territory, DonacianoVigil:

oNovemberl6th last[1850]

| receiveda communicationfrom Messers AndresRomeroand Anasticio Garcia, citizensof the
countyundermy jurisdiction,informing me that the Navajoshad robbedthem of 2,000sheepat
the placeknownasValverddin SocorraCounty]l immediatelyissuedordersto the alcaldesof the
countyto collectthe bestmentheycould find andbereadyat the placeof Cuberaonthe following
day, while | proceededo Cebolletd to demandassistancerom the commanderof the troops
stationedat that point, which| effectedimmediatelyon my arrival through a dispatchaskinghim
for the mentionedassistancéo proceedo the vicinityof the town of Luna fromwherethe Indians
would start with the stolenproperty. Hereturnedto me a verbalanswerthat he would not give
methe assistanced requiredasthe horsesbelongingto the troopswerein a wild condition.From
thencel was obligedto proceedwith only fourteen men which were furnishedto me by the
alcaldestakingwith methe clerkandsheriffof my county,| wasreinforcedby forty menforming
part of a volunteercompanywhichwasbeingraisedat that time by permissiorof the commander
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1937). Fred served as a New Mexico State Representatiabfyears and as a Los Lunas School Board member for
26 years while his brother Richard served as Los Lunas Municipal Court Judge from 1968 to 2002.

3In 1746,Padre Juan Mecherpersuaded several hundred members of tavajoTribe to settle at Cebolta. A
mission was established for the purpose of converting the Navajo to Christianity. The community was formally
established in 1749, under the name of "Cebolleta”, a word meaning "little onibmwds named for the nearby
Cebolleta Mountains, now callethe San MatedMountains. But in 1750, the Navajo rejected the efforts and
returned to their own landsSeboyetaas i isknown astoday, is in Cibola County
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of the troopsstationedat Cebolletagandwhichweregoingonan expeditionto the Navajocountry.
With this reinforcementl proceededto the vicinity of LagunaColoradowhere we joined the

balanceof the volunteercompany;there we succeededn capturing 500 of the stolen sheep.
Findingmyselfat this point, it wasimpossiblefor me to return with sosmalla numberof men, |

thereforewentonwith 292mento the Mesadela Vaca,therel dividedforces andscatteredthem

onthe variousroutesto the Navajocountry.l succeededh chastisinghe Indiansandtaking their

stockamountingto 5,000sheep,150riding animals,11 oxenand 28 prisonersalso24 men,who

weredeliveredto usby a Navajowho surenderedhimselfto savehislife. We usedup nearly 700
fanegas[bushels]of their corn. With these spoilswe started back without sustainingany loss
whatever;on my way back| was unfortunate in losingsomeof my men for want of discipline;
whenwe arrivedat the mouth of the Cdion de Chelé sixof my menwerekilledwho had left the

campwithout permissionherewe met an expressconsistingof 13 men; whenwe reachedSan
Miguel they thought themselvesout of all danger,beingnear Cebolletathey laid down without

takingprecautionwhatever,andweresurroundedythe Navajosvhileasleepandweredefeated.
Up to this time six of them have beenfound, four of them wounded,the other sevenare still

missing Whilewriting this communication] will alsoadd that somedifficulty existsbetweenthe

ownersof the recoveredstockand captors.Theformer claim[sic]the sheepastheir propertyand

canproveit by their brands,while the latter maintainthat they are in the samepositionwith the

other goodsand shouldbe subjectto the same conditions.However,| believethe governo@

decisionwill settlethe dispute(McNitt, 1972)¢

ThePrefectdid not identify theseforty men,althoughthere isgoodevidencethat they includeda number
of Diné AnaQii, Sandovahimself,and thirteen or fourteen Cebolletdios. CebollaSandovalpccasionally
known as Antonio Sandoval,was éambitious, cunning devious and contradictory (McNitt, 1972)¢
Sandovalasaninformantmostoften for the Anglosbut occasionallyif the informationwaspaidfor, for
the NavajosHebecamewealthy by buyingand sellinghis own people.Hewasa manfor hire for anyevil
purpose.Lundreport, whichcuriouslymakesno referenceto the important presenceof the DinéAnaQii,

isoneof the rare firsthandaccountsof New Mexicanslavetrade® againstNavajogMcNitt, 1972)

Postat LosLunas

In July1851,ColonelEdwinVoseSumnertook overthe commandof Departmentof NewMexico.Sumner
hadcometo SantaFewith ordersto reducemilitary expendituresHebeganby removingtroopsthat lived
in townsat greatexpenseo the government He orderedofficersto movetheir poststo the countryand
issueda generalorder to becomemore selfsufficient. Now the menwould haveto help grow their own

crops,gathertheir own forageandfuel, andbuild their own posts.

Fort Defiancewas establishedon Septemberl8, 1851,to create a military presencein Diné bikéyah
NavajoTerritory. Indoingso,Sumnetbroke up the postat SantaFeandcreatedthe first military presence
in ArizonaFortDefiancevould becomethe temporaryhomeof five platoons.Thefort commandeMajor
ElectusBackusHirectivewasto provide safe passageo travelersand securerelationswith tribes along
the NewMexico-Coloraddoorder. Dueto winter conditionsand poor preparation,Backusvasfacedwith
actualstarvationof his commandand their livestock. Owing to poor foragingconditions,and a fire that
destroyedtheir haycamp,Backusrdered CaptainRichardStoddertEwellto proceedeastto seekwinter

4 Territorial citizensapprovedantislaveryresolutionsin 1848and 1850but a reversalin sentimentcamein 1859,
with adoptionof a slaverycodeby SouthernsympathizeMiguel A. Otero,the NewMexicandelegateto Congress.
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shelter.CaptainEwellandhis DragoonCompanyGtook postalongthe westbankof the RioGrandeat Los
Lunason Januang, 1852, renting quartersfor the men,a corral,and storehousegor $25 per month and
quartersfor the officersat $10 per month per officer from arearesidentsand MosesSachslLos[ dzy I a Q
first non-Hispanianerchant(GonzalesR., 2017)

Bornin Bavariain 1823,Mosesd a I NB. Batlisvas a GermanJewishmerchantthat converted his
capital into saleablemerchandiseand spurred a new age of commercein the Rio Abajo through
governmentmilitary contracts (GonzalesR., 2017) Sachsbecamethe principal merchantin town
serviéngapopulationof 261 peopleandthe mainstayof Saclibusinessvasasaforageagentfor Captain
Ewelland his seventyDragoonsand infantry men. Asa forageagent, Sachsvould supplyproductssuch
ashay,corn,barleyandoatsto the military that wasproducedby areafarmers

In the springof 1852, keepingwith Sumne® directiveto be self

sufficient, Ewell and the dragoonsof CompanyG planted a
vegetablegardenon land donatedby localfarmerswho benefited
from the army@ protection. Theycleareda largetract and planted
onions, beets, and cabbagesEwell alsorented a local vineyard.
Military reports specify that Ewell and his soldiers harvested
twenty-five bushels of wheat, twelve bushels of barley, five
bushelsof oats, twenty-sevenquarts of beans,twelve quarts of

cloverseed,andtwelve acresof corn (Frazer1983) In a letter to

his brother, Ben, he wrote, & am delightfully fixed now, cows,
chickensegtc.,and| makemy own butter andall that sort of thing, |
as comfortable as any farmer (Pfanz,1998)¢ While the soldiers |
farmingefforts supplementedheir food stores,CaptainEwellstill
hadto purchasesuppliesfrom SachandHispanianerchantssuch
asRamonde Lunay Hermanoand Toribio Romero(Frazer,1983)
(GonzalefR., 2017) Flourwasusedin greatquantity and Antonio i ,
Jo% h i § NBuQill at Peraltacontracted with the army to  Don Antonio JasOtero (1812 1870)
provideflour at 8 centsper pounc.

WhenCaptainEwellwasnot playinggentlemanfarmerat LosLunashe wasprotectingNewMexicansand
trying to recoverlivestockstolen by maraudingNavajosand ApachesHe led two campaignsrom Los
Lunado the FourCornersarea,then southinto Arizona.Thisled to additionalcampaignsalongthe Texas
border and in the Guadalupeand SacramentoMountains Throughout the summer of 1853 and the
ensuingyears Ewell and his companywere almost constantlyin the saddl€. There were very few

5 Antonio José Otero, a Peralta residenas appointed justice of the Supreme Court of New Mexico and justice of
the Seond Judicial District by President James K. Polk after the Mé&kican WarTheOteros were one of theco
families of the B Abajotied by marriage to the prominent Luna, Perea, and Chévez families. Antog@ dde & A
was Mafa Francisca Chavezaughter of FranciscXavierChavez, the first governor of New Mexico under Mexican
rule (Frazier, 2021)

% In February 1855, Captain Ewell and his command fought with Captain HerStatonagainst the Mescalero
Apache in the Sacramento Mountains. Stanton met his end in an ambush but the battle was a blow for the Mescalero
and they soon petitioned for a treaty with Governor David Meriwether. In July 1855, Ewell participated in the Laguna
Negia Treaty negotiations with the Navajo as well. In 1859, he was wounded in a skirmish with Apache warriors
under Cochise. He returned east in 1860 and when the Civil War broke out in 1861, hesesmieor commander

under Stonewall Jackson and Robert E.fobe€onfederate forcesHe fought in several battles includiRgst Battle
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merchantsin the West to obtain the amount of suppliesthat CaptainEwelland his men neededso he
continuedto utilize Sachsand his connectionsin the Rio Abajoto obtain the suppliesrequired while
stationedat other poststhroughoutNewMexicoand Arizona(GonzaleR., 2017)

Throughouthis careerin NewMexico,CapitanEwelland hismenrepeatedlyreturnedto the comforts
they hadestablishedat the Postin LosLunas. Theirbelovedpostwasoccupiedandabandonedseveral
timesbetweenJanuaryl852andOctober1862.ThePostat LosLunasvasalwaysintendedto be
temporaryand shutdown entirely in 1862after Brig.GeneraHenryHopkinsSibleyand his Confederate
Texaglanswere foiled by Unionforces,led by ColonelE.R.SCanbywith the aid of NewMexicoand
ColoradoVolunteers.

Riseof the Sheepindustry

The 1849 gold strike in Californiaoffered a new opportunity to

New Mexico sheepranchers.While the trails to Californiawere
lessdeveloped,dryer in places,and plaguedby greater Indian
dangersthan the well-traveled Camino Real, rumors of food

shortagesand high food prices enticed New Mexicans.Soon
massivesheepdriveswere departingthe territory for Calibrnia.
In the openingyears,the trade did not involve Hispanidivestock
producers directly, but was undertaken by Anglo-American
speculatorsvho amassectcapitaland purchasedsheepfrom the
expandingflocksof New Mexicansheeprancherssincethe close §
of the CaminoRealtrade (Wallace,2014) Up until this time the

Lunafamilies,among others, lived as sheepranchersuntil the

Californiagold rushimprovedtheir lives,amplified their wealth,

and elevatedtheir socioeconomistatus(GonzalesR., 2017) In

1852, Antonio JoséLund, Antonio JoséOtero, Rafaelde Lung®

andother Hispandamiliesfrom the RioAbajosetout to California
with twenty-five thousandsheepwherethey couldreceive$10to

$15per headcomparedto the localmarketvalueof 50 cents(Kephart,1853)(Alexander2012)(Chavez
& Espinosal966)

Don AntoniaJo® Luna (180§, 1881)

In the yearsthat followed, RioAbap sheepranchersexpandedtheir herdsand continuedto drive their
sheepto marketsin Californiato supplementfood storesfor the minersthat were flockingthere to find
their fortunes.In 1858 SydneyA. Hubbellreported to the SantaFeWeeklyGazette:

of Bull RunSecond Battle of Bull RuandBattle of Gettysburgvhere he came under scrutiny for his decisions may

have lead them to lose the battle. This controversy causedhigry career to decline.

7 Antonio José Luna (18@81881) is the son of José Enrique de Luna and Juana Maria Gabaldén. He is also a first

cousin to Rafael and Ramon de Luna.
8 Rafael de Luna (18161870) is the son of Antonio de la Encarnacion Biadia Antonia Marcelina Chavez as well
as brother of Ramon de Luna.
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& ( Kuhberof sheepbeingdrivenor aboutto betakenoverlandfrom this sectionof the territory

to California Joaqun Pered, 22,000;AntonioJo% Luna,17,000;Jo% Jaramilld®, 17,000;Antonio
Jo# Otero, 11,000; RafaelLuna, 10,000; Toribio Romerd?, 9,000; RamonLuna 7,000 and

miscellaneoupersonl12,000for atotal of 105,000sheepfrom Bernalilloand ValenciaCounties
(Yost,1858)¢

It hasbeenestimatedthat thesesheeptradersbroughtin over a half-million dollarsin new capitaland
madethesefamiliesbigricosand political leadersin the RioAbajo(Baxter,1987) Bythe early 1860s this
capital allowed the Luna,Jaramillo,and Romerofamiliesto becomemerchantsto the 484 LosLunas
residentsthat includes49 U. S.Armyregularsat the LosLunasPostaswell asneighboringcommunities.
Bythistime, MosesSachdiadoverextendedhisbusinessaandwasindebtedto hiswholesalerdorcinghim
to sellhisassetsandthe mercantilethen relocateto Belen(GonzaleR., 2017)

In 1859,Germanimmigrant, ErhardtFranzarrivedin St.Louisand shortly thereafter, encounteredFranz
Huning,who wasa prominentGermanmerchantin Albuquerque Huningsuggesteche try hisluckin the

New Mexico Territory. Franzbrought his legaland financialsavvyto the territory. Franzhad accesgo

capitalandforgedextensiveconnectiongo Missouri{ | Oriisfounewasinstructivefor the merchants
that succeedechim and Franzpaid attention. He learnedthat the military was the main market for

agriculturalgoodsin NewMexico.Healsorealizedthey neededto cultivaterelationshipswith the military
aswell as at a local and state levek. Furthermore,a relationshipwith the wealthy Hispanosof the

community servedthree important functions,they suppliedthe produce,were reliable freighters,and
couldprovidefinancialbackingunder difficult circumstanceg¢GonzaleR., 2017)

CivilWarin New Mexico

In 1861, jst three months into the conflict, the Civil War reached New Mexico. Confederate leaders
wanted to extend their territory to the Pacific Ocean. Control of New Mexico would allow easy access to
Pacific shipping routes and the gold mines of Colorado anébfadi. On July 25, 1861, Confederate
Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor and 26Rliers marched into Mesilland were met by Union forces

FNBY C2NI CAftY2NB® ! F(1SNI 20 il Say Aufdbtin Spriggs, Baylora | + O
pronouncedthe town of Mesilla as the capitalf the new Confederate Territory of Arizona.

Battle of Valverde- In January 1862, NA 3® DSy & | S y-ian armyentdrell Bdwd/ex@d H X c nJ
with the objective ofcapturing Fort Craig under the command of Colonel E.R&by. 3,800 Union

a2t RASNE g6l AGSR { AAvwidng 8 fontal Sskaulyoa the faSibley2lddlhis fordel A 3 @
across the Rio Grande River and up the east side afitbeto the ford at Valverde wher€anbymet him

with 2,800soldiersto prevent the Confedeates from crossing the river. Tl@onfederates, commanded

first by William Scurry and later by Tom Green, halted in theRio Grande riverbed, whiderved as a

strong defensive position. T (USid soldiersebuffed a cavalry chaye, the mainCanfederate force

made a frontahttack, capturing six artillery pieces and forcing the Union battle line to break and many of

the men to flee. Canby ordered a retreat. Left in possession of the battlefield, the Confederates claimed

%feRySe ! @ | dzooSftf gFa YINNASR (2 W2l ljdzNy t SNBIQa arais
brother to Dolores Lauriana Perea that married Santa Fe and Chihuahilardder Mariano José Chaves. Upon

alk NAFy2Qa RSIFIK aKS GKSY YINNASR / KAKdzl KdzZl ¢ N} Af GNF RSN
Governor by Abraham Lincoln at the outset of the Civil War.

10 Jose Jaramillo (1828my c o0 A d (GKS KdzaolyR 2F GKS al NNIF ¢NAYARIR v
sister Maria Soledad Emiliana Luna and Juan Andrés Romero.

Ueg2NRAOAZ2 wW2YSNR Aa (KS &az2y 27F | yi2y AafdJved AnBrés[RdmetoQa & A & ( ¢
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victory kut had suffered heavy casualties and Hailled in their objective tdhe capture of Fort Craig.

{1TANNVAAK T AGK 20RNN2BGAY I 27
YAYR&aI /2ft2ySt bAOK2ft !l &
RSLI NISR C2NIi / N»A3I 2y CS
Hyn bSé aSEAO2 aAifAdAl
adzZLJLJ ASa Ay {202NN2 |yR L
GKS /2yFSRSNIGS OFYLE (KSy
2y GKES 2MNdKE & F FAOGSNI GKSe |
/'yoe 2NRSNBR GKSY (2 NBGE
Ly FLILINEI OKAY3 [/ 2y FSRSNI Gf
I 2t2y St | SLYOMB AL O YRl & A &
ANRBdzy R a2dziK 2F (KF28g6 ¥
aObSAf RSYIFYRSR (GKIG tAy
aObSAf RSLX2@8SR KA& | NIA
26y ® 2 AGK  y?2 LIN2 & LIS O
dadZNNBYRSNBR | (NRIzy @ LYHZNB 3
G§KS ¢SEI w3ISINIGiIIARY az=TF 42YS ¥
FYR | K2alLWAdlf 6KSNB GKS
0S Y2NB STFSOGA@Ste GNBIF

5k Al 7.5
i KS 2yte f+FyOSN OK
¢ a glorious but disastrous ride by Captain

Battle of Glorieta- Sbley and his men continued nort
plundering farmers and merchants for suppli®n the night > " *

of March 25, 1_862,270 Confederate soldiers undehe Zgg‘ii;aggpigs]iﬁg‘gj‘;ﬁ%g;;hgg sxas
command of MajorAC[larIes Pyron encamped on;he westsya v g y& 2F /2f 2N} R2 _
2T DE2NASOI tl aazxz @nlbesoutkerna - John M. TaylcY OK
end of the Sangre de Cristdountains. Around noon on

March 26h, Union Major John Chivington arrivatithe Pass with atut 400 men. Chivington captured

GKS /2yFSRSNIXGS LMAO1ISGa YR fFdzyOKSR I OKINHS R2¢
men. In series of attempts, the Union forces drove the Confederates down the canyon. Late in the
afternoon, fearing both darkness and the : R—

possibility of an ambush, Chivington broke off tl
Sy3alr3a3SySyid FyR NBGANB
await reinforcements.

Both sides were reinforced on the &Y. Lt. Col. 4.
2AffALY {OdzZNNEQA VYSy §
ranks to about 1,100 while John Slough led a U -’iA
force ofabout 900. The two armies met just w
2F tA3AS2yQa wl y ORuing@n &,
all-day battle, the Confederates drove the Unic
forces back until both sides broke off theHiong

in the late afternoof?’. Another Confederate
tactical victory was mrred by an attack on the
Confederate supply train by Chivingtand about

400 men which forced the Confederates to retre:

i

The Battle of Glorieta Pags Apache Canyadmas been
called the Gettysburg of the West besa it was a turnin
point in the Confederate occupation of New Mexieo.
Painting by Wayne Justus

2t SNBFQa . FddrtAz2zy €tSIR 08 [GU® /2fd CNIyOAaO2 t SNBI |yl
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to Santa Fe anchen to Albuquerque, wherethe2 YY I Y RSSNBR CNI yI1 | dzyAy3aQa ¥
Laguna and Central. The mithsvnamed, ironically, La Glorieta. On April 8, Canby arrived just to the south
inthesmallfarming@ G Gt SYSy i 2F . I NBf DAP 2IRE yDEY L yWISYI¥ RStyHiR R
and the regular cavalry to antagonize thexams and draw their fire tascetaining its strength and the

positondF G KS SySyeqQa o6l i0GSNASa®

Skirmish at Albuquerque Captains William P. Hardeman and Bethel Coopwood were in charge of the

two rebel companies holdinglbuquerque. They kept Canby and his forces guessing as to laoy m

artillery pieces were there. Th€exans repositioned their four cannons afesach shot or two to give

illusion of greater firepowelt KS a{ 1 AN¥V¥AaKE fFaGSR aSOSNIt K2dzNB O L
casualties. As the cannon balls flback and forth, a worried group of citizens approached Canby and told

him the Confederate Army woulwbt allow the women and children who had remained in their homes to

leave aml find a safe refuge. Canbydered his men to stop firing. Sibley was arrivirgn Santa Fe with

a larger force.So underthe cover of darkness, Canby withdrew south leavingnall company of

musicians withseveral fires lit to cover the noise of their withdrawal.

When Sibley arriveih Albuquerque from Santa Fe, t®nfederats had food for 15 days and only 35 to

40 rounds of ammunition per man. To save his army he felt it was best to retreat down the valley and

back to Mesilla On the morning of April 12, the rebel army began its retreat southwest of townthdalf

army crossed to the ast bank of the Rio Grde and half continued down theast bank Sibley and his

staff left Albuquergie and crossed by ferrytotheSva &G o+ y1 2F GKS wAi2 DNIYRS ¢
men marched along the eastern bank followlegl Southern sympathizers, including Judge Spruce Baird

and the merchants, Rafael and Manuel Armijo, along with their families. Sibley continued on to the small
village of Los Lunas and made camp. Green was supposed to cross the river and joim instedod
commandeered Governd@@ory Sf f 8 Q& KI OA j@sfroithofPefaltd. 284 t Ay 2 &

Battle of Peralta- Hoping to hasten the Confederates departure, Canby nigdéitched his troopgrom

Albuquerque arriving after midnight in the bosque north of Chical. Beene that greeted them was
fAGSNItte YdzaAO (2 GKSANI SIENE® ¢KS ¢SElFYy 2FFAOSNA
as the enlisted men slept aeby. The normally vigilant C@reen had letlown his guard.

Territorial GovernorHenly 2 y y St t 8 Qa | I OASYyRIX O

By YSa atlF RR&é DNI@R2y 1ySs (GKS FINBIF ¢Sttt 1S gl a |
Lunas in 1853. He wasade a bugler, despite his lack of musical talent.
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